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supplies, the progress of medical science and the decrease
of the death-rate, all helped to produce this steadily acceler-
ating increase of population.x
Industry was concentrated first on the water supplies and te) its
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then on the coalfields of the Midlands and the north. In
1700 " the most densely populated counties formed a con-
tinuous zone, running from the Bristol Channel to the norto"
Suffolk coast/'2; In 1800 the most densely populated
counties, apart from the district of London, were Lancashire,
the West Riding, Warwick and Staffordshire. The popula-
tion of the West Riding rose from 240,000 in 1700 to 582,000
in i8oi?3 that of Warwick from 224,000 to 447,000 and that
of Lancashire from 240,000 to 672,000.*
Large towns were growing up, particularly in the Midlands ^^r°
and the north.   London increased from 390,000 in 1660 to towns/
600,000 in 1780, and to 990,000 in i8io.5   Manchester grew
from barely 8,000 in 1700 to 27,000 in 1773, and to 95,000
in 1801; Liverpool from about 5,000 in 1700 to 34,000 in
1773, and to 77,653 in 1801, and Birmingham grew from
25,000 in 1740 to 73,000 in 1801.    In Yorkshire, Sheffield
grew from about 20,000 in 1760 to 45,000 in 1801, Leeds
from 17,000 in 1775 to 53,000 in 1801, Bradford to 13,000
in 1801.    Increase of population took place most rapidly
in the cotton industry, somewhat more slowly in the iron
industry, and much more slowly in the woollen industry.
i. These changes, which seemed to take place with increasing
rapidity in the second half of the century, had in fact begun had
at  the beginning.   The population of Lancashire nearly eighteenth
trebled between 1700 and 1750 and that of the West Riding ceatoy'
1	On the subject of the increase of population, see Econ. Hist.,
No. 2. (May, 1927) and No. 3 {January, 1928), Family Endowments
and Birth Rate in Early Nineteenth Century (J. S. Blackmore and
F. C. Mellonie); Econ. Hist., No. 3 (January, 1928), Urban Death
Rates in Early Nineteenth Century (B. Hammond}; Econ. Journal,
vol. xxxii. (1922), Increase of Population in Eighteenth Century as
Illustrated by London (M. D. George); G. T. Griffith, Population
Problems of Age of Malthus ; M, C. Buer, Health, Wealth and Popula-
tion in Early Days of Industrial Revolution; A. Redford, Labour
Migration in England.
2	Mantoux, op. cit.t p. 358.
9 IM,,p.55.	4 Ibid., p. 363.
5 C. Goss, The London Directories, 1677-1855.

